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Email For Attention Of
Marian Handa 
City Clerk 
City of San Leandro

Dear Marian,

We are writing to your office to seek your clarification relating to the Meeting held March 17 at 
7.00 pm. As you will realize it attracted considerable attention and concern, most particularly 
relating to the discussion on flag raising at City Hall. This is a issue generating genuine 
concern, not only from  within the local community, but across the country and beyond our 
shores. 

Given we operate as a global network that operates globally with a large number of 
international subscribers we have been inundated with emails and phone calls expressing the 
hope that the Council of San Leandro would not honor the flag of China's regime, a symbol
of tyranny that runs counter to the principles and values cherished by the good folk of your 
city. 

In light of the global response we are receiving on this issue we have decided to also release 
this email as an open communication, in order to inform our subscribers and visitors to our 
site, and because it's a matter of public interest within your city and internationally. As a 
courtesy we have forwarded this email to you in advance of that inclusion for your response.
 
Specifically we have a number of questions relating to: 

Item 12.A. 14-090, Update by City Council Ad Hoc Committee on Flag Raising and Staff 
Report for Proposed Amendments 
to San Leandro Administrative Code Chapter 1.7 on Flag Policy

Having visited the relevant section of the City's official website and examined what are 
described there as 'Minutes' for City Council meetings we were surprised to note that they 
lack any record of actual exchanges between Council Members, or contributions from, and 
response to questions from members of the local community. This is unfortunate as it denies 
to the public a detailed insight into how decisions reached, that have an impact 
upon citizens, are determined or decided upon. 
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Can you please confirm if full minutes are taken at Council Meetings, which official has 
responsibility for the recording of such and if you have a full record of the discussions 
and conclusions agreed for the Item above? If so we would be most grateful to be 
provided with a copy of those minutes.

If for some reason no such record exists, which would be a rather unusual administrative and 
democratic procedure, perhaps you can address some  additional questions we have?

1. Can you confirm that as a result of the aforementioned meeting the wording of  
Article 2 ‘Policy On Raising Flags’  has been changed?

2) Can you kindly confirm if the wording of 1.7.205 which is “As a general rule, special 
designation flags (such United Nations flag, flag of a Sister City, Children’s Memorial 
Flag, etc.) will be raised only upon the direction of the Mayor or City Manager….” has 
been amended?

3). If Article 2 ‘Policy On Raising Flags’ or the wording of 1.7.205 has been changed will 
you please make available details of any new wording relating to that policy and item?

4) Can you also kindly confirm if the City Council has, as a result of the meeting, 
adopted a new policy regarding the raising of flags? If that is the case will you please 
make available details of the full wording of any such policy?

Thank you for your patience in reading this and we look forward to what is hoped sincerely 
proves to be a constructive and informative response from your office.

Yours,

On Behalf Of TT March 18, 2014
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