
Tibettruth
tibettruth.com

Email: mailtibettruth@gmail.com
Twitter: https://twitter.com/tibettruth

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/digitalactivism

October 11, 2019

Attention of:
Beijing Office
Save The Children
BeijingOffice.China@savethechildren.org

Dear Save The Children,

Re: Appeal To Speak Out Against The Abuse And Trauma Inflicted By China’s Authorities 
Against Uyghur Children

We are contacting your office today as Save The Children (STC) is the world’s highest profile NGO
actively promoting children’s rights, reporting on their suffering and serving as a voice for those 
who daily endure abuse, neglect, impoverishment and trauma. There’s no doubt that the record of 
your international action has attracted much respect and support. 

The other reason this communication is directed for your attention is due to your role in 
administering the role of STC within China, including your organization’s activities across what the
Chinese authorities describe as ‘Xinjiang Province’ (otherwise known as the occupied land of East 
Turkistan).

It appears that STC has been working within and supporting educational projects in that region, no 
doubt work requiring significant partnership and cooperation with the China’s government. Reports 
available of those programs while emphasizing positive outcomes also acknowledge an erosive 
impact upon the Uyghur language among children. Indeed Mr. David Strawbridge an Education 
Advisor, for Save the Children noted that: 

“It is not easy for Save the Children to support the development of bilingual education in 
Xinjiang, where there is increasing use of Mandarin as the principal or only language of 
instruction in schools. 
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While this is seen as a way to improve the standard of Mandarin among minority graduates 
entering the work force, the emphasis on teaching Mandarin in schools has reduced the status of 
mother tongue, and raised concerns among (sic) ethnic minorities about its effect on the 
sustainability of mother tongue and local culture…..” (emphasis added.) Source: The Challenges 
of Bilingual Education in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region People’s Republic of China 
David Strawbridge Education Advisor, Save the Children

Having conceded that reality and revealed its acute awareness of such cultural oppression the same 
report goes on to make the following claim: “However, by working within the boundaries of 
government policies and ‘bilingual’ education practices, we have helped improve the quality of 
mother tongue and Mandarin teaching in minority schools.” emphasis added.) Source: Ibid

There’s a worrying, and some may regard delusional, inconsistency at work there. In addition it’s a 
tacit admission that your organization, although cognizant of the eradication of the Uyghur 
language and imposition of Chinese upon children, chooses to remain an active associate of this 
process. Such a partnership will trouble anyone who values human rights and opposes cultural 
destruction, and undermines the reputation which your organization has gained through its work.

Unsettling as this matter is, for your many international supporters and donors there exists an even 
more disturbing issue operating across East Turkistan, of which we are sure you will be acutely 
aware of.

We refer to the forced separation of Uyghur children (many infants) from their parents, a process 
enforced and administered by the Chinese authorities, into what in reality are detention centers. 
Where traumatized children are massed in dormitories, utterly distressed, confused and weeping in 
misery. While subjected to a regime of indoctrination. Chinese language nursery rhymes are the 
musical background to the unimaginable despair of these infants, while any visitors to the so-called 
‘Kindness Kindergardens’ must comply with signs that demand only Chinese is spoken.

Apart from the harrowing suffering upon each child, and the psychological and emotional abuse 
inflicted, this crime is a central component to a cultural genocide against Uyghur culture. While 
parents are jailed and being forced to speak Chinese, denounce their Muslim faith and adopt Han 
Chinese culture, detained Uyghur children are subjected to a program of psychological culturing 
with the objective of eradicating any trace of Uyghur identity.

You will know also that such abuse and violation of human rights has been reported upon by 
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Uyghur Non-Governmental organizations and 
activists, including our own network. The persecution of Uyghurs by China’s regime featured in a 
number of United Nations forums, and condemned by governments. Including that of the United 
States, which has expressed concern and opposition to the mass-detention of Uyghurs and the 
assault upon their culture. Media too has reported widely on this issue, the plight of infants being 
torn from their families and jailed in these centers is receiving increasing international exposure.



We recently watched, in a visceral discomfort, a video taken inside one of these ‘kinder-gartens’ a 
little girl, maybe less than 5 years in age, her face etched in raw and unrestrained anguish, weeping 
and calling for her mother. Other Uyghur infants blank-faced watch on, there are no comforting 
arms for this child, only the unrelenting sound of Chinese language music and the cold glow of 
flurouescent lighting. 

Little wonder that people around the world are expressing a profound unease and opposition to the 
deliberate persecution and indoctrination of Uyghurs, their children and cultural identity.

Within the rising voices of condemnation and calls for action increasingly the question is being 
asked, what is Save The Children saying about this? It is a natural speculation, as we have stated 
your organization is widely respected and internationally recognized as a champion of children and 
their rights. As such it is expected that STC would be in the vanguard on this matter, making clear 
its opposition, issuing a statement of concern and working in solidarity with those who demand that 
China end its genocidal attack against Uyghurs.

Yet so far it seems that STC has offered little concern or critique on the abuse and suffering 
experienced by countless number of Uyghur children. We have reached out to your current CEO 
Carolyn Miles @carolynsave and President-Elect Ms Janti Soeripto @jantiso but our appeals have 
produced only silence. 

It’s been observed that being silent, in the full knowledge of human rights violations, is a natural 
reaction, a self-preservation instinct is applied. While that's understandable for individuals close-up 
and without escape from the violent oppression that inflicts such abuse, the same surely does not 
apply to organizations in safe and secure liberal democracies. Who have taken it upon themselves to
stand as defenders of human rights? Were such a body to maintain silence, while aware of atrocities,
persecution and suffering, it would be justifiably open to the charge that ‘silence is complicity’.

Does Save The Children wish to invite such attention to its reputation? Is the present reticence of 
your organization to speak-out on the plight of Uyghur children a price you regard as necessary in 
order to maintain a presence in China and presumably positive relations with the Chinese regime? 
Does it not concern STC that such a compromise abandons Uyghur children to a dangerous and 
traumatizing fate? Is the executive of your organization willing to be seen as complicit in their 
suffering through valuing relations with China above taking a stand against the abuse directed at 
Uyghur children?

Alternatively Save The Children could respond in accord with its founding values, and act with 
integrity and a determination to oppose any and all children’s violations, injustice or suffering, no 
matter which country, or political considerations.



Those who hold your organization with esteem will be hoping that, as your record has 
demonstrated, a core value of your operating policy is a resolute commitment to ethical principles. 
Remaining tight-lipped as that Uyghur infant desperately sobs for her mother is surely not a valid, 
compassionate or sustainable response, it’s time that Save The Children added it’s important and 
currently absent voice to challenge and expose the deeply disturbing abuse being inflicted upon 
those children.
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